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Dr. Bernard W. Graham attended the Albany College of Pharmacy and received a B.S. in Pharmacy 
in 1971.  He attended graduate school at Purdue University where he earned an M.S. and a Ph.D. 
in Bionucleonics in 1976.   
 

Following graduation from Purdue, Dr. Graham accepted an appointment with the University of South Carolina where he 
rose to the rank of tenured Associate Professor of Pharmacy and Medicine.   Within the College of Pharmacy he 
established and directed an operational Central Nuclear Pharmacy which served the city of Columbia. He was the major 
research and thesis advisor for graduate students in Nuclear Pharmacy and in the Radiology Department he taught 
radiological physics and pharmacy to medical students and residents.  Concurrently, in the School of Public Health, he 
developed and taught graduate level courses relating to environmental and occupational health physics and served as 
the Radiation Safety Officer for the VA Hospital in Columbia and served on the Isotopes Use Committee of two other 
local hospitals. 
 
Dr. Graham switched careers and joined the nuclear power industry at Pennsylvania Power and Light for four years. As 
Environmental Group Supervisor and Senior Health Physicist he had administrative responsibility for programs including 
environmental and effluent monitoring, meteorological assessment, normal and emergency off-site radiological dose 
calculations, in-plant chemistry technical support, and nuclear emergency planning support.   
 
In 1987, Dr. Graham re-entered academia serving as Associate Dean and Director of Student Affairs of the College of 
Pharmacy at Idaho State University. He later briefly assumed interim Chair duties in the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences followed by the same in the Department of Pharmacy Practice.  He was involved in both development and 
implementation of traditional and non-traditional Pharm.D. programs and a new Ph.D. program. He also taught in the 
Health Physics program in the Physics Department and was the major research advisor for several Health Physics M.S. 
students.  
 
At ISU his funded research activities (over $2.6 million) centered on the cancer radiation treatment Boron Neutron 
Capture Therapy (BNCT) and a Radiological Environmental Monitoring Verification Program designed to independently 
monitor the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory in Southeastern Idaho.  He was also the principal investigator on the 
TRANSAX 92 project, a radiological transportation emergency response exercise conducted involving the local Native 
American Tribes, local governments, the State of Idaho and the DOE.  
 
In January 1995 Bernard W. Graham joined Wilkes University as professor and founding dean of the Nesbitt School of 
Pharmacy. The first class graduated with the Doctor of Pharmacy Degree in 2000.  He also assumed the deanship of the 
Nursing program in 2003 and created the separate School of Nursing in 2015 with a separate Dean.  From 2006 to 2007, 
he served as interim Provost of the University. 
 
He has been a registered pharmacist in three states, a Board Certified Health Physicist, and has authored or co-authored 
35 scholarly works and delivered numerous presentations.  He also has served in a number of professional organizations 
where he has held various leadership roles. He has participated in ten non-sectarian medical missions in Guatemala and 
has served on several ACPE site accreditation visits. 
 
In June 2017, Dr. Graham stepped down as Dean after 22 years.  He is currently on sabbatical and will return to Wilkes 
University in January 2018.  He has been married to Doreen for 43 years and has raised two sons, Bernie and Paul.  He 
and his granddaughter Renee are anticipating the birth of his second grandchild later this year. 


